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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 4950 
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TAGS: PINS, SN 

SUB J : SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT EXPELLS FOREIGN STUDENT ACTIVISTS 
REFS: (A) SINGAPORE 4461: (B) SINGAPORE 4546 

1. THE GOS TODAY ORDERED THE EXPULSION FROM SINGAPORE OF SIX FOREIGN 
STUDENTS. THE STUDENTS, FIVE MALAYSIAN CHINESE AND ONE HONG KONG 
CHINESE, ARE UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE STUDENTS UNION (USSU) ACTIVISTS. 

A GOS PRESS RELEASE STATED THAT CANCELLATION OF THE STUDENTS' 
IMMIGRATION PASSES AND EXPULSION FROM SINGAPORE WAS ORDERDF FOL- 
LOWING "PERSISTENT AND DELIBERATE BREACHES OF THE WRITTEN UNDERTAKING 
GIVEN BY ALL FOREIGN STUDENTS THAT THEY WILL NOT GET INVOLVED 

IN POLITICAL OR OTHER ISSUES OF SINGAPORE". 

2. FIVE OF THE STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED IN A PRE-DAWN RAID ON USSU'S 
CAMPUS HEADQUARTERS. THE ARRESTED STUDENTS ARE USSU GENERAL SECRET- 
ARY JULIET CHIN, USSU VP BONG HONG MIN, CHOO FOO YONG, CHIA YONG 

TAI AND CHUA CHONG LAI (ALL MALAYSIANS). THE HONG KONG BRITISH 
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PROHIBITED FROM RE-ENTERING SINGAPORE WITHOUT SPECIAL PERMISSION. 

3. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, USSU PRESIDENT TAN WAH PIOW APPEARED 
IN COURT THIS MORNING TO FACE CHARGES OF RIOTING IN CONNECTION WITH 
AN OCTOBER 30 INCIDENT AT A LABOR UNION HEADQUARTERS (SEE R O :,6). 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, MORE THAN 600 STUDENTS AND WORKERS TURNED 
UP AT THE COURTHOUSE TODAY IN A SHOW OF SUPPORT FOR TAN AND HIS 
CO-DEFENDANTS, TWO INDUSTRIAL WORKERS. TAN, A SINGAPOREAN, IS NOT 
PERMITTED TO LEAVE SINGAPORE. HIS PASSPORT WAS CONFISCATED BY 
SINGAPORE IMMIGRATION UPON HIS RETURN FROM A RECENT TRIP TO MALAYSIA. 

4. COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT'S FIRM ACTION COMES AS NO SURPRISE. 

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE GOS WILL NOT TOLERATE USSU'S INCREASING IN- 
VOLVEMENT IN POTENTIALLY VOLATILE ISSUES SUCH AS UNEMPLOYMENT 
AND RETRENCHMENT. USSU’S INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT IN SUCH MATTERS 
WAS MANIFESTED BY ITS SPONSORSHIP OF A "RETRENCHMENT RESEARCH CENTER" 

AND ATTEMPTED PROSELYTIZATION OF RETRENCHED WORKERS (SEE REFTEL B). 
THE GOS IS ALSO SENSITIVE TO THE POTENTIAL FOR DEMONSTRATIONS 
OF SOLIDARITY WITH MALAYSIAN STUDENT ACTIVISTS. GRANT 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: EXPULSION, TRIALS, STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, COURTS DECISIONS, ARRESTS, EXTREMISTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 DEC 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: powellba2 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SINGAP04950 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740359-0663 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 243/aaaabkun. tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 74 SINGAPORE 4461 , 74 SINGAPORE 4546 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: powellba2 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUN 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 JUL 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <26 MAR 2003 by CunninFX>; WITHDRAWN <13 Jun 2005 by BoyleJA, 
PRIVACY>; RELEASED <22 JUN 2005 by blochd0>; APPROVED <22 JUN 2005 by powellba2> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT EXPELLS FOREIGN STUDENT ACTIVISTS 

TAGS: PINS, SN, USSU, (TAN WAH PIOW), (CHIN, JULIET), (BONG HONG MIN), (CHOO FOO YONG), (CHIA YONG TAI), (CHUA CHONG LAI) 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



